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Group:  Pastoral, though not yet formally recognised by the UK Kennel Club

Country of origin:  USA

Original function:  Herding, droving and guarding sheep

Availability:  Expect to go on a waiting list 

Average life span:  14 years

Age at maturity:  Around 2 years 

Height:  Males 14-18 inches (35.5-45.5cm); females 13-17 inches (33-43cm)

Approximate weight:  25-35lb (11-16kg)

Is the breed a natural guard dog?  Yes, he is watchful over his family

With strangers?  May be initially reserved

Coat type:  A medium-length, weather-resistant double coat, with feathering 
on the backs of the legs and a discernible mane, which is more 
pronounced in males 

Colours:  Black, blue merle, red, and red merle, with or without tan/white 
markings

Does the coat mat?  Only if neglected 

Coat care:  The rich double coat needs brushing thoroughly down to the skin 
every other week; daily grooming needed when the coat sheds 
twice a year 

Does the coat need professional grooming?  No 

Special trimming for the show ring?  He should look natural, but some tidying is permitted 

Exercise:  1-2 hours daily for a healthy adult 

Average food bill: £4 per week for an adult 

Ease of training:  Very trainable

Temperament with children:  Good with older children; may be too boisterous for younger ones

With dogs?  Fine 

With cats?  OK if socialised from young 

Town or country dog?  Country 

Would he happily live in a flat or apartment?  Not ideal  

Will he live in a kennel if necessary?  Absolutely not – this Velcro dog needs human company

Does the breed suffer from the cold, wet or heat?  No 

Hereditary anomalies?  See Dr Sargan’s health MOT

Special considerations:  The Mini American needs human company, mental stimulation and 
sufficient daily exercise to thrive. Good, ongoing socialisation, starting 
early, is essential, as this dog has strong guarding tendencies

Character sketch:  A larger-than-life dog, with strong working instincts, this dog isn’t 
for a first-timer, requiring a more experienced dog owner to fulfil 
his training needs. 

Miniature American Shepherd
  

Studio photography by Tim
 Rose @

 w
w

w
.tim

rosephotography.co.uk

Further Fido Facts
How many in rescue each year?  None. The small number of breeders in the UK are able to select 

only the ideal homes for their dogs. If something does go wrong, 
their comprehensive puppy contracts ensure the dogs return to the 
breeder. Contact the breed club below for more information.

Breed club:  The UK club is The United Kingdom Miniature American Shepherd 
Club (www.ukmasc.com) and is affiliated and recognised by 
the American parent body (www.mascusa.org). Membership is 
£10 per year, and the club sends out three e-newsletters a year 
and organises various events, such as herding trials. For details, 
contact the club through the website.
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Shetland Sheepdog
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Fran Albisser 
gives her take 
on living with 
a Miniature 
American 
Shepherd
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Australian Shepherd DogAustralian Shepherd Dog

Pyrenean Sheepdog

Similar size...

Rough Collie

If you like this, check out these...
I don’t remember a time when 

there wasn’t a dog in my life. I 
was born in Basel, Switzerland, 

and the dog I grew up with was 
Tina, an Australian Shepherd cross. 

Tina was the love of my life. I 
did everything with her – agility, 
obedience, heelwork to music, 
canicross and scent work. She had 
it all: looks, drive and a wonderful, 
loving character. Around the time 
scientists were working on cloning 
Dolly the Sheep; I remember 
wishing I could clone my gorgeous 
Aussie cross.

Then someone came to agility 

training with what looked like a 
miniature version of Tina. I asked 
what she was and the answer was, 
“A Mini Australian Shepherd.” 
I loved the idea of a miniature 
version of Tina! Mini Aussies 
might be small, but they pack a 
punch, with the same attitude 
and characteristics as their larger 
cousins. I was hooked!

Three years ago, I brought 
black tricolor Mac and blue 
merle Yana over from Germany 
and Switzerland. I now own six 
Miniature American Shepherds 
(which is what they are registered 

Mini Americans are fairly easy to 
train, but they pick up undesirable 
behaviours just as readily as 
desirable ones. They can be taught 
to do a huge variety of tricks – the 
famous Jay Sisler performed amazing 
routines with his standard Aussies 
at Wild West-style rodeos in the last 
century, and the Minis are just as 
athletic. 

Active, busy little dogs, one of the 
hardest things I have found to teach 
them is ‘time out’. I teach my dogs 
from a young age to settle down and 
have some quiet time, otherwise 
they would never stop!

This is a herding breed, but the 
Mini American works in a different 
way to the Border Collie. The collie 
uses ‘eye and stalk’ behaviour to 
move livestock and works them from 
behind. The Mini gets right in there, 
and will nip their heels if the cattle 
or sheep are not doing as they are 
told. 

A fair amount of barking is 
involved in this activity, and Minis, 
like standard Australian Shepherds, 
have a reputation for being excitable 
and noisy. It can be diffi cult, but 
it is vital to control the vocal 
exuberance, unless you have no near 
neighbours!

I keep my dogs stimulated on 
walks by asking them to do little 
tricks – sending them round a tree or 
weaving them through my legs. Minis 
are fi ne with dog-savvy children, 

and if you are prepared to give them 
enough stimulation, mental as well 
as physical, then one would make a 
family pet, but you need to let the 
breeder know that this is what you 
are looking for. Do your research, 
and, of course, be prepared to wait 
for your perfect puppy.

These are affectionate dogs, who 
are very loyal to their owners. Some 
of mine are real cuddle-monsters, 
always wanting to curl up on my lap, 
while others are happy just to be 
close enough for a little fuss. They 
are sociable dogs and love to run and 
chase one another around. I’m not 
sure how happy one would be as an 
only dog, but probably fi ne as long as 
he had regular playtime with other 
dogs. Again, it is important to talk 
this through with the breeder.

Mini Americans are pretty 
easy-care, though they do have a 
tendency to jump into every puddle 
they come across. Their coat just 
needs a good brush through once or 
twice a week to tidy them up and 
remove any knots, and to have their 
ears and paws trimmed. It only takes 
a few minutes, and they enjoy the 
attention.

As the name implies, Mini 
American Shepherds are small in 
stature, but what they lack in size 
they make up for in character. They 
are fun-loving, versatile dogs, and 
I simply can’t imagine life without 
them! ●

Border Collie

Larger...

as with the American Kennel Club). 
As well as Mac and Yana, I have 
four-year-old Vips, two-year-old 
Miley, 15-month-old Bliss, and fi ve-
week-old Mojo, who will be coming 
home as soon as he is old enough. 
This breed is addictive!

Whenever I am out with my 
pack, they elicit a lot of interest. 
People often remark that they look 
like small Border Collies. Although 
they have been bred for a long 
time in the US, Mini Americans are 
still quite rare in the UK. Across 
the pond they are bred mainly 
for their working ability, although 
some are now being bred purely as 
family pets. 

Personally, I think it is important 
to remember that these are 
working dogs, and they need a job 
to do, be that agility, obedience, 
heelwork to music or the herding 
that they were originally bred 
for. A Mini American will not be 
happy with a short daily walk in 
the park; this breed needs mental 
stimulation too – and if the owner 
does not provide enough, they will 
make their own entertainment, 
possibly with disastrous results for 
your soft furnishings! 
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The Miniature American 
Shepherd - now there’s 
a dog with a name that 

doesn’t seem too diffi cult to grasp. 
You’ve probably never seen one, 
but you’d guess that it was small, 
came from the United States, and 
that it does stuff with sheep - at 
least originally, anyway. 

But this breed’s name hides a 
multitude of controversies. Most 
dog breeds come about because 
a small group of enthusiasts think 
they should. They selectively 
breed, develop a standard, and 
lobby for offi cial recognition. They 
start with their national kennel 
club and eventually, if things go 
to plan, the breed is recognised 
by kennel clubs throughout the 
world. They often call their canine 
creation after the place they 
live in or the thing the dog does 
best, or sometimes both. But the 
Miniature American Shepherd has 
broken some of these conventions. 

First up, this diminutive 
pastoralist was actually called 
the Miniature Australian Shepherd 
(‘Mini Aussie’) until three years 
ago. To appear to move identity 

from one country to another 
would be a bit of an upheaval, 
but to move continents is quite a 
serious step.

To muddy the waters even 
further, the Australian Shepherd, 
of whatever size, is not even an 
Australian breed. No, of course 
not. The Australian Shepherd is an 
American breed. Nobody is entirely 
sure why the word ‘Australian’ was 
used in the fi rst place. Go fi gure, 
as they say in the States.

These things happen in dogdom. 
The Rough-haired Pinscher became 
a Schnauzer, the German Poodle 
became the toast of Paris, and the 
Labrador - named after a province 

of Canada - became as British as tea 
on the lawn. Anyway, moving on…

The wholly American ‘Australian’ 
Shepherd originated in the late 
1800s in California, selectively 
developed from a variety of 
pastoral breeds and types, to 
become a distinctive working dog 
suitable for the demanding life on 
farms and ranches. 

During the 1950s and 60s it 
came to the wider public attention 
by becoming associated with 
cowboys and sometimes did a star 
turn at rodeo shows. It wasn’t long 

before an experienced horsewoman 
and long-term Australian Shepherd 
fan developed a breeding 
programme for the smaller versions 
of this dog, that would become 
known as the Miniature Australian 
Shepherd. 

While this breeding programme 
aimed to produce smaller examples 
of the breed, great care was also 
taken to ensure that nothing of 
the classic Aussie work ethic, 
intelligence, drive or substance 
was lost. ‘Smaller’ refers to body 
proportions alone. These dogs 
remained true to their origins 
as formidable working dogs and 
became the original ‘Mini but 
Mighty’.

So, this dog has actually been 
around for quite a while, but 
offi cial recognition has proved 
elusive. The reason for this is down 
to an administrative decision. The 
American Kennel Club has a policy 
of not recognising size variations 
of established breeds as a new 
dog. So there won’t be any Giant 
Chihuahuas or Toy Dobermanns. 
In addition, some people in the 
Australian Shepherd fraternity are 
not happy for their breed’s smaller 
representatives to be recognised 
at all. The easy way round this 
was just to change the breed’s 
name - hence the dog formerly 
known as the Miniature Australian 
becoming the Miniature American. 
This change saw the breed being 
recognised as a developing breed 
by the AKC in 2011.

Dog people can be a tad catty 
when it comes to defending what 
they perceive as the best interests 
of their breed, so not everyone 
is embracing the AKC’s decision. 
Some are sticking to the Australian 
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country in 2005 
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breed rapidly 
acquired admirers 
and enthusiasts 
and currently 
numbers some 
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name, no matter what, and there 
are Australian Shepherd people 
strongly resisting the very idea of 
a miniature version of their breed 
whichever continent it’s called 
after. Still, the Miniature American 
Shepherd seems like a perfectly 
lovely dog - so perhaps everyone 
will calm down eventually. 

The MAS as a breed is currently 
entered on the AKC Foundation 
Stock Service, pending full 
recognition, which is timetabled 
for 2015. At that stage Kennel 
Clubs around the world, including 
the UK one, will be able to place 
the MAS on their Breed Import 
Register.

The fi rst MAS arrived in this 

country in 2005 under their 
previous title of Miniature 
Australian Shepherds. The breed 
rapidly acquired admirers and 
enthusiasts and currently numbers 
some 100 dogs, which are either 
UK-bred or imported. Most 
breeders in the UK now have their 
dogs registered as AKC Miniature 
American Shepherds. In 2013 
The United Kingdom Miniature 
American Shepherd Club adopted 
the new name, after some 
deliberation.

Now the breed has got its foot 
in the door of offi cial recognition, 
it could be only a matter of time 
before there’s another name on 
the pastoral group list… ●

The Miniature American 
Shepherd Dogs featured on 
these pages are Mac, Miley, 
Vips and Bliss, owned by 
Fran Albisser; Heidi, owned 
by Christine Bailey; Bing, 
owned by Hannah Banks; 
Boomerang, owned by 
Victoria Harrild-Jones.

Studio photos:
Tim Rose at www.timrose 
photography.co.uk

Alternative breed photos: 
Tim Rose
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Geneticist 
Dr David 
Sargan 
performs
a health 
MOT on the 
Miniature 
American 
Shepherd
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patellar luxation and elbow 
disease are uncommon, but do 
occur. 

Usually of less severity are 
misplaced teeth and undershot 
jaws, as well as umbilical 
hernias. But these should be 
avoided if encountered (or if 
present in the parents) when 
buying a puppy. 

Glandular problems
Hypothyroidism causes 
symmetrical hair loss in some 
Miniature American Shepherds, 
while the remaining coat tends 
to be greasy. This is accompanied 
by lethargy and a slow heart 
rate. This condition occurs in 
many breeds and can be treated 
medically.

Epilepsy and Tremors
Epilepsy is seen as a disease 
mainly of middle-aged Australian 
Shepherds, and the breed club 
reports that this frightening 
condition is present in the 

Miniature American Shepherd 
as well, although there are few 
detailed reports. It can have 
an earlier onset, and seizures 
often recur in animals prone to 
them. Veterinary treatment is 
usually effective. Again, try to 
make sure that the ancestors of 
any pup you buy are clear of the 
disease.

Less major neurological 
problems, such as occasional 
tremors, have also been 
reported.

In conclusion
Miniature American Shepherds are 
long lived, with many reaching 
above 14 years and up to 18 
years. Cancer is a fairly frequent 
cause of death, but often this is 
in old age. Although the small 
numbers of these dogs mean that 
health information about the 
breed is incomplete in the UK, 
Miniature American Shepherds 
are likely to be fairly healthy 
companions for a long time. ●

Miniature American 
Shepherds (previously 
known as Miniature 

Australian Shepherds) were 
developed from Californian stock-
tending Australian Shepherds 
simply by selection for small size. 

The breed has only been 
recognised by registries in the USA 
in the last 25 years, and imports 
into the UK began only in 2005. 
Consequently, health records for 
the breed are relatively sparse and 
many of the dogs in the UK are 
still young, so a complete health 
picture is hard to provide, although 
the breed club in this country 
states that it uses the health tests 
available for Aussie Shepherds and 
has records of parents. Fortunately, 
potential owners can also look to 
the health of the breed in America 
for guidance. 

Drug toxicity
Approximately half of Miniature 
American Shepherds can suffer 
adverse reactions to a wide but 
defi ned range of drugs that are 
commonly used on other dogs. 

This is because of a gene mutation 
in the susceptible animals, 
resulting in drugs accumulating to 
high and toxic levels in the brain 
and elsewhere. 

The mutation causes severe 
effects when inherited from both 
parents, but there may be mild 
effects with some drugs, even 
when the dog is a carrier of the 
mutation, having inherited effects 
from only one parent. 

The list of drugs that are 
problematic is long, including 
a number of anti-parasitic and 
worming agents, loperamide (an 
anti-diarrhoea drug), many anti-
cancer drugs and others. 

A DNA-based test for the gene 
(known as MDR1) is available 
through a variety of laboratories 
listed at www.thekennel club.org
.uk/media/14688/dnatests 
worldwide.pdf 

If buying a pup, make sure that 
the parents have been tested for 
the mutation, and, at worst, that 
only one is a carrier and the other 
is clear. In the latter case, make 
sure the pups have also been 

tested and that you know the status 
of your own pup. 

Eye problems
Australian Shepherds suffer a 
number of inherited eye problems, 
although most of these diseases 
are individually quite rare. It is 
likely that some of these also occur 
in Miniature American Shepherds. 
They include a slowly blinding 
degeneration of eyesight in middle-
age called progressive retinal 
atrophy or PRA (specifi cally a form of 
PRA known as prcd) and a condition 
called collie eye anomaly, relating to 
the development of choroid layer of 
the eye. CEA has variable severity, 
with about three-quarters of cases 
having only minor consequences. 
Unfortunately it can also cause 
severe vision defects, and is present 
from birth. 

DNA-based tests are available 
for both of these diseases, and both 
cases are recessive: that is, the 
affected animals must inherit the 
mutant gene from both mother and 
father. 

Persistent pupillary membrane 
(PPM) is another eye-development 
disease in which a membrane 
present in the eye before birth fails 
to be entirely cleared afterwards 
and may obstruct the pupil and 
cause minor visual defects. 

Juvenile cataracts (opacity of 
the lens) are also a serious issue in 
Miniature American Shepherds, as 
they may progress to serious vision 
loss by two to fi ve years of age. 

For PPM and juvenile cataracts, 
there are clear inherited 
components, but a DNA test 
available for cataracts in a 
number of other breeds detects 
only a proportion of Australian 
Shepherds with the problem. 
How well it works for Miniature 
American Shepherds is not known. 

Skeletal/developmental 
Hip dysplasia and arthritis are 
known problems for some Miniature 
American Shepherds. Those buying 
puppies should make sure that 
parents have been hip tested and 
that the hip scores are below the 
median for the Australian Shepherd 
Dog (currently 9). 

Intervertebral disc disease, 
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Thank you very 
much to Kong, 
Antler Dog 
Chews, and 
Judge’s Choice 
for providing 
goodies for our 
photoshoot 
doggie bags. 
They were 
gratefully 
received.

Thank you!

Do you own one of the following breeds?
●  Foxhound                          ●  Northern Inuit
●  Rhodesian Ridgeback      ●  Dandie Dinmont

Would you like to attend a photoshoot in Surrey, see your dog 
in the magazine and get to keep some of the excellent 
photography? We’re looking for dogs of all ages and colours 
(where relevant). Write to: Fido Facts, Dogs Today, 
The Old Print House, 62 The High Street, Chobham, Surrey 
GU24 8AA or email enquiries@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk 
enclosing a photo.

Could you express what it’s really like to live with one of 
these breeds? Please write in to the address above.

C
om

ing
 so

on
...



Fido Facts Order Form

PLEASE POST COMPLETED COUPON TO: Fido Facts, Dogs Today, The Old Print House, 62 The High Street, Chobham, Surrey 

GU24 8AA or if paying by credit card phone 01276 858880, fax 01276 858860 or email enquiries@dogstodaymagazine.co.uk

YOUR DETAILS:

Title _____________________________________________________________________

First name _____________________________________________________________

Surname _______________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Postcode _______________________________________________________________

Country ________________________________________________________________

Daytime telephone number __________________________________________

Email address: _________________________________________________________

PAYMENT DETAILS

� I enclose a cheque/PO payable to Pet Subjects Ltd for 

   £ _________________________________________________________________  OR

� I wish to pay by credit/debit card 
   (NB: We can only accept payment in UK currency so please 
   use a credit card if ordering from elsewhere)

� Visa    � MasterCard    � Maestro    � Delta 

Card No:  ______________________________________________________________   

Expiry Date: ____|____|____|____    Valid from: ____|____|____|____ 

Security No: (last 3 digits on signature strip on back of card) ______  

Card Issue No (Maestro only): _______________________________________

Signature:  _____________________________________________________________   

Date: ___________________________________________________________________

� Please tick if you do not wish to receive information from charities and companies we feel may be of interest to you. 

I WOULD LIKE TO ORDER THE FOLLOWING PHOTOCOPIES OR PDFS OF FIDO FACTS (TICK BREEDS REQUIRED)

Total number required ____ @ £2 each UK (£2.25 European Union countries; £2.50 Rest of World)    
Please tick your preference between: � Colour PDFs where available via email OR � Black & white copies via post

Got a shortlist of breeds and want to know more? Check out the list 
below for in-depth information on 162 different breeds. Did you miss the 
edition which featured your favourite breed? No book or other magazine 
gives as much in-depth, helpful information as Fido Facts. For £2 per 
breed, we will photocopy the relevant articles from our archive and 
post them to you (please note that the older features will not be quite so 
comprehensive). We aim to send your copies out quickly, but if you are 
in a real hurry, or would like the feature in colour, you can download a 
colour pdf of those breeds marked with an * directly from our website 
– www.perfectpup.co.uk. File sizes range from 1-3mb in size, so allow 
10-15 minutes for download with a 56k modem

Fido Facts at your fingertips interested in breeding dogs for function rather than beauty. But he was also a founding member of the Kennel Club.
The story goes that he bought a dog from a milkman when he was an undergraduate at Oxford in 1815. The dog was probably a Fox Terrier cross of some sort and the Reverend set about establishing a line of dogs that had enough stamina to follow a mounted hunt but that was also small enough to go to ground. The original dog - Trump - is often said to be the founder of the Jack Russell (both offi cial and unoffi cial varieties). But the Reverend would not have called his dogs Jack Russells (they didn’t get that name until some time after his death). His dogs were terriers that hunted foxes, and would simply have been known as fox terriers.

Following extensive research 
conducted in parks, fi elds, 
woodlands and beaches 

up and down the land, I can 
confi dently conclude that the Jack Russell Terrier is one of the most popular dogs in the country.

If, like me, you spend a 
considerable amount of your free time in places frequented by 
other dog owners, you’ve probably come to a similar conclusion. Jack Russells are everywhere. Yet you won’t be able to fi nd facts and fi gures to back up your research because these sparky little 

characters don’t offi cially exist. 
The Jack Russell is one of a handful of dogs that is readily 

identifi able as a breed but 
exists outside formal Kennel 
Club classifi cation. In fact, this tenacious terrier is one of the most controversial breeds in dogdom. 

Justine 
Hankins 
looks at the 
history of the 
Jack Russell 
Terrier
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One author on working terriers comments, “No other dog has led to so many disagreements and confl icts between various owners.”Adherents of the Parson Russell Terrier (which is recognised by the Kennel Club) hold to a breed standard that maintains conformity of type, while followers of the working-type terrier have less rigid views about physical appearance. Brian Plummer, for example, 
commends the Jack Russell for being “very heterogeneous and mongrelly in appearance”. He 
suggests that “the working-terrier man should adopt the attitude that handsome is as handsome does.”

It’s hard to say what the man who gave his name to the breed would make of all of this. Reverend John Russell was known as ‘the sporting parson’ because of his love of hunting, and he was certainly 

We give our customers up to £6k worth of cover, and we can pay the vet direct  It really is that straightforward

PET INSURANCE

We’re not on price comparison websites so call us direct on 0845 246 222 or visit directline.comIt really is that straightforward

PET INSURANCE

Colonel David Hancock 
includes a chapter called ‘The Myth of the Jack Russell Terrier’ in his book The Heritage of 
the Dog. “Parson Jack Russell 
should be remembered and 
revered as the father of the 
Wire-haired Fox Terrier”, he 
argues, “and not, mistakenly, 
as a breeder who developed 
the so-called working terriers 
bearing his name as a distinct 
breed.” The Colonel concludes, “In short, a Jack Russell is a 
Wire-haired Fox Terrier and 
a Wire-haired Fox Terrier is a 
Jack Russell.”

If you think this sounds a 
bit far-fetched, have a look 
at a picture of Nipper - the 
dog that became the world-

famous icon of the His Master’s Voice recording brand. What 
breed is Nipper? He’s not as 
chiselled as the Smooth Fox 
Terrier seen in today’s show 
ring, but he does look like the more work-a-day fox terriers 
that were common in his day 
(he was born in 1884). He also looks a lot like the leggier Jack Russells you might encounter 
in the local park.

The confusion comes about because we weren’t always 
so particular about how we 
differentiated breeds of dog. 
There have been dogs known 
as terriers - so called because 
they go to ground - in this 
country since at least the 
15th century. But even until 

well into the 19th century 
the term ‘terrier’ was used 
to embrace all varieties. 
The popularity of formal dog 
shows in the late 19th century led to a number of distinct 
terrier breeds being identifi ed and recognised. The Jack 
Russell was not one of them.

Although people must 
have carried on breeding Jack Russell-type dogs, I couldn’t 
fi nd any mention at all of 
the name in the chapters on 
terrier breeds in my own 
library of old dog books, dating from the 1920s, 30s, 40s and 
50s. Obviously, this is partly 
because dog books - then and 
now - concentrate on breeds 
that have been formally 

recognised, but the 1948 Book of the Dog, for example, has a whole chapter on the working 
collie and lots of information 
about foreign breeds that had 
not yet been admitted to the 
Kennel Club - but still nothing 
on a Russell - Jack or Parson or otherwise.

Although the Jack Russell 
does not get its own chapter 
in the 1906 New Book of the 
Dog, there is reference to the 
“creamy white, rough-haired 
terrier of the strain kept by the Rev John Russell in Devonshire and distributed among 
privileged sportsmen about 
Somerset and Gloucestershire.” But here, too, there is 
disagreement about exactly 
what a Jack Russell should 
be like. A Reginald Bates is 
quoted at length on the merits of these “smart, plucky little 
dogs” but he complains about 
some breeders who “have 
shown a desire to breed them 
very small”.

Of course, for most of us 
our dogs are neither show 
ring trophy winners nor 
professional exterminators 
of wildlife (chasing the odd 
squirrel doesn’t quite count as work). Disputes about precise 
height at withers or tensions 
over function and purpose 
are hardly likely to impact 
much on our choice of pet. 
The Parson Russell Terrier 
has never really caught on 
with pet owners, unlike other 
pedigree-certifi cate-carrying 
terriers, such as the ever-
popular West Highland White 
Terrier. But ‘mongrelly’ Jack 
Russells continue to win hearts with their cheeky antics and 
playful disposition.

While some of the other 
terriers that once had full 
write-ups in books about 
dogs have sharply declined in 
numbers, the unregulated Jack Russell has gone from strength to strength. If you still need 
convincing, just pop down to 
the park - it won’t be long 
before you spot a Jack Russell enjoying life to the full. �
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The Jack Russell Terriers 
featured on these pages 
are Mollie and Brac, 
owned by Emma Faulkner 
and Tracy Footitt; Daisy 
and Millie, owned by 
Emma Caffyn-Parsons; 
and Boon, owned by 
Rosalie Ward. See box on 
page 47 for details of 
breeds needed to attend 
future photo sessions.

Studio Photography: 
Tim Rose at www.tim 
rosephotography.co.uk

Alternative breeds:
©Animal Photography

Adherents of the Parson Russell Terrier (which is recognised by the Kennel 
Club) hold to a breed standard 
that maintains conformity of type, 
while followers of the working-type 
terrier have less rigid views 
about physical appearance

but that was also small enough to go to ground. The original dog - Trump - is often said to be the founder of the Jack Russell (both offi cial and unoffi cial varieties). But the Reverend would not have called his dogs Jack Russells (they didn’t get that name until some time after his death). His dogs were terriers that hunted foxes, and would simply have been known 
and would simply have been known as fox terriers.

fi gures to back up your research because these sparky little 
characters don’t offi cially exist. 

The Jack Russell is one of a handful of dogs that is readily 
identifi able as a breed but 
exists outside formal Kennel 
Club classifi cation. In fact, this tenacious terrier is one of the most controversial breeds in dogdom. 

Hankins 
looks at the 
history of the 
Jack Russell 
Terrier
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being “very heterogeneous and mongrelly in appearance”. He 
suggests that “the working-terrier man should adopt the attitude that handsome is as handsome does.”

It’s hard to say what the man who gave his name to the breed would make of all of this. Reverend John Russell was known as ‘the sporting parson’ because of his love 
sporting parson’ because of his love of hunting, and he was certainly 

We give our customers up to £6k worth of cover, and we can pay the vet direct It really is that straightforward
We’re not on price comparison websites so call us direct on 0845 246 222 or visit directline.comIt really is that straightforward

PET INSURANCE

Colonel David Hancock 
includes a chapter called ‘The Myth of the Jack Russell Terrier’ in his book The Heritage of 
the Dog. “Parson Jack Russell 
should be remembered and 
revered as the father of the 
Wire-haired Fox Terrier”, he 
argues, “and not, mistakenly, 
as a breeder who developed 
the so-called working terriers 
bearing his name as a distinct 
breed.” The Colonel concludes, “In short, a Jack Russell is a 
Wire-haired Fox Terrier and 
a Wire-haired Fox Terrier is a 
Jack Russell.”

If you think this sounds a 
bit far-fetched, have a look 
at a picture of Nipper - the 
dog that became the world-

famous icon of the His Master’s Voice recording brand. What 
breed is Nipper? He’s not as 
chiselled as the Smooth Fox 
Terrier seen in today’s show 
ring, but he does look like the more work-a-day fox terriers 
that were common in his day 
(he was born in 1884). He also looks a lot like the leggier Jack Russells you might encounter 
in the local park.

The confusion comes about because we weren’t always 
so particular about how we 
differentiated breeds of dog. 
There have been dogs known 
as terriers - so called because 
they go to ground - in this 
country since at least the 
15th century. But even until 

well into the 19th century 
the term ‘terrier’ was used 
to embrace all varieties. 
The popularity of formal dog 
shows in the late 19th century led to a number of distinct 
terrier breeds being identifi ed and recognised. The Jack 
Russell was not one of them.

Although people must 
have carried on breeding Jack Russell-type dogs, I couldn’t 
fi nd any mention at all of 
the name in the chapters on 
terrier breeds in my own 
library of old dog books, dating from the 1920s, 30s, 40s and 
50s. Obviously, this is partly 
because dog books - then and 
now - concentrate on breeds 
that have been formally 

Although the Jack Russell 
does not get its own chapter 
in the 1906 New Book of the 
Dog, there is reference to the 
“creamy white, rough-haired 
terrier of the strain kept by the Rev John Russell in Devonshire and distributed among 
privileged sportsmen about 
Somerset and Gloucestershire.” But here, too, there is 
disagreement about exactly 
what a Jack Russell should 
be like. A Reginald Bates is 
quoted at length on the merits of these “smart, plucky little 
dogs” but he complains about 
some breeders who “have 
shown a desire to breed them 
very small”.

Of course, for most of us 
our dogs are neither show 
ring trophy winners nor 
professional exterminators 
of wildlife (chasing the odd 
squirrel doesn’t quite count as work). Disputes about precise 
height at withers or tensions 
over function and purpose 
are hardly likely to impact 
much on our choice of pet. 
The Parson Russell Terrier 
has never really caught on 
with pet owners, unlike other 
pedigree-certifi cate-carrying 
terriers, such as the ever-
popular West Highland White 
Terrier. But ‘mongrelly’ Jack 
Russells continue to win hearts with their cheeky antics and 
playful disposition.

While some of the other 
terriers that once had full 
write-ups in books about 
dogs have sharply declined in 
numbers, the unregulated Jack Russell has gone from strength to strength. If you still need 
convincing, just pop down to 
the park - it won’t be long 
before you spot a Jack Russell enjoying life to the full. �

page 47 for details of 
breeds needed to attend 
future photo sessions.
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Tim Rose at www.tim 
rosephotography.co.uk
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Adherents of the Parson Russell Terrier (which is recognised by the Kennel 
Club) hold to a breed standard 
that maintains conformity of type, 
while followers of the working-type 
terrier have less rigid views 
about physical appearance
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Group:  
None, these dogs are not recognised by the Kennel Club 

Country of origin:  
UK

Original function:  
Vermin control 

Availability:  
Straightforward 

Average life span:  
14 years 

Age at maturity:  
18 months 

Height:  
Variable! Approximately 25.5-38cm  Approximate weight:  
About 6.3-8.1kg 

Is the breed a natural guard dog?  Yes, they have acute hearing and are strongly territorial
With strangers?  

Some friendly, some suspicious Coat type:  
Smooth, wire or longish, all with an undercoat Colours:  
White predominates, with black and/or tan patches usually 

Does the coat mat?  
The long and wire coats can, if neglected  Coat care:  
It depends on the coat. Some may need to be stripped several times a yearDoes the coat need professional grooming?  If you want a stripped coat and don’t want to do it yourself 

Special trimming for the show ring?  Not applicable 
Exercise:  

As a minimum, an hour is needed daily, but two hours is preferable! 
Average food bill:  

£5-£8 per week for an adult Ease of training:  
Usually straightforward Temperament with children:  Variable. Some can be rather boisterous in playWith dogs?  
Variable - some can be feisty With cats?  
Ditto! 

Town or country dog?  
Either, but they probably prefer country life and its wildlife! 

Would he happily live in a flat or apartment?  With adequate exercise Will he live in a kennel if necessary?  Reluctantly 
Does the breed suffer from the  Some pets don’t like getting their feet wet! 
cold, wet or heat? 

Hereditary anomalies?  
See Dr David Sargan’s health MOTSpecial considerations:  
Do avoid overfeeding - these dogs are prone to obesity and should be kept in hard condition. He thrives on mental stimulation and loves to spend time with his owners, playing gamesCharacter sketch:  
A wonderful, intelligent dog, the Jack Russell is agile and powerful. He seems able to read his owner’s mind. Sometimes prone to stubbornness, he can be trained to a high standard with patience and kindness.

Jack Russell Terrier

by Robert Killick  
Studio photography by Tim

 Rose @
 w

w
w

.tim
rosephotography.co.uk
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� Affenpinscher*
❏ Afghan Hound*
❏ Airedale Terrier*
❏ Akita
❏ Alaskan Malamute
❏ American Bulldog*
❏ American Cocker 

Spaniel*
❏ Anatolian Shepherd Dog
❏ Australian Cattle Dog
❏ Australian Shepherd Dog
❏ Australian Terrier*
❏ Basenji
� Basset Fauve de 

Bretagne*
� Basset Hound*
❏ Beagle*
❏ Bearded Collie*
❏ Bedlington Terrier*
❏ Belgian Shepherd Dog*
❏ Bergamasco*
❏ Berger Picard*
❏ Bernese Mountain Dog*
❏ Bichon Frisé*
❏ Bloodhound*
❏ Bolognese*
❏ Border Collie*
❏ Border Terrier*
� Borzoi*
❏ Boston Terrier*
� Boxer*
❏ Bracco Italiano*
❏ Briard*
❏ Brittany

❏ Bulldog
❏ Bullmastiff*
❏ Bull Terrier*
❏ Bull Terrier (Miniature)
❏ Cairn Terrier*
❏ Cavalier King Charles*
� Cesky Terrier*
� Chesapeake Bay 

Retriever*
� Chihuahua*
❏ Chinese Crested
� Chow Chow*
❏ Clumber Spaniel*
❏ Cockerpoo*
❏ Cocker Spaniel*
❏ Corgi (Cardigan)*
❏ Coton de Tulear*
❏ Curly Coated Retriever*
❏ Dachshund*
❏ Dalmatian*
❏ Dandie Dinmont
❏ Deerhound*
❏ Dobermann*
❏ Dogue de Bordeaux
❏ Elkhound
❏ English Setter*
❏ English Springer Spaniel*
❏ Fell Terrier*
❏ Finnish Lapphund*
❏ Finnish Spitz*
❏ Flat Coated Retriever*
❏ Fox Terrier*
❏ French Bulldog*
❏ German Shepherd Dog

❏ German Shorthaired 
Pointer*

� German Spitz*
❏ German Wirehaired Pointer*
� Giant Schnauzer*
� Glen of Imaal*
� Goldendoodle*
❏ Golden Retriever
❏ Gordon Setter
❏ Grand Basset Griffon 

Vendeen
❏ Great Dane*
❏ Greyhound*
❏ Griffon Bruxellois*
� Hamiltonstövare
❏ Havanese
❏ Hovawart
❏ Hungarian Puli
❏ Hungarian Vizsla*
� Ibizan Hound* 
� Irish Red and White Setter* 
� Irish Setter*
❏ Irish Terrier* 
❏ Irish Water Spaniel*
❏ Irish Wolfhound*
❏ Italian Greyhound*
❏ Italian Spinone*
❏ Jack Russell Terrier*
❏ Japanese Chin*
❏ Japanese Shiba Inu*
❏ Japanese Spitz 
❏ Keeshond*
❏ Kerry Blue Terrier*
� King Charles Spaniel* 

❏ Kooikerhondje* 
❏ Labradoodle*
❏ Labrador Retriever
❏ Lagotto Romagnolo*
❏ Lakeland Terrier*
❏ Large Munsterlander
❏ Leonberger
❏ Lhasa Apso*
❏ Lowchen*
❏ Lurcher*
❏ Maltese*
❏ Manchester Terrier*
❏ Mastiff
❏ Miniature American 

Shepherd*
❏ Miniature Pinscher*
❏ Miniature Schnauzer*
❏ Newfoundland*
❏ Norfolk Terrier*
❏ Norwich Terrier*
❏ Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 

Retriever*
� Old English Sheepdog*
� Otterhound*
� Papillon*
� Parson Russell Terrier*
❏ Pekingese*
❏ Petit Basset Griffon 

Vendeen
❏ Pharaoh Hound
� Plummer Terrier*
� Pointer*
❏ Polish Lowland Sheepdog*
❏ Pomeranian*

� Poodle (Standard)*
❏ Poodle (Miniature)
❏ Poodles (Toy)
❏ Portugese Podengo*
❏ Pug*
❏ Pyrenean Mountain Dog*
❏ Pyrenean Sheepdog*
❏ Rhodesian Ridgeback
� Rottweiler*
❏ Rough Collie*
❏ St Bernard*
❏ Saluki*
❏ Samoyed*
❏ Schipperke*
❏ Schnauzer*
❏ Scottish Terrier*
❏ Shar-Pei*
❏ Shetland Sheepdog*
❏ Shih Tzu*
� Siberian Husky*
❏ Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier*
❏ Spanish Water Dog
❏ Staffordshire Bull Terrier*
❏ Swedish Vallhund*
❏ Tibetan Mastiff*
❏ Tibetan Spaniel*
❏ Tibetan Terrier*
� Weimaraner*
❏ Welsh Corgi
❏ Welsh Springer Spaniel
❏ Welsh Terrier*
❏ West Highland White Terrier*
❏ Whippet*
❏ Yorkshire Terrier*


